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LONDON BOROUGH OF TOWER HAMLETS

RECORD OF THE DECISIONS OF THE COMMISSIONERS' DECISION MAKING 
MEETING

HELD AT 6.30 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, 22 APRIL 2015

MP702, 7TH FLOOR, TOWN HALL, MULBERRY PLACE, 5 CLOVE CRESCENT, 
LONDON, E14 2BG

Members Present:

Sir Ken Knight CBE QFSM (Commissioner)
Max Caller CBE (Commissioner)

Councillors Present:

Councillor Peter Golds (Leader of the Conservative Group)
Councillor Oliur Rahman (Deputy Mayor and Cabinet Member for 

Economic Development (Jobs, Skills and 
Enterprise)

Councillor Rachael Saunders (Leader of the Labour Group)
Councillor Shah Alam
Councillor Muhammad Ansar 
Mustaquim

Officers Present:
Maura Farrelly (Community Resources Officer - Advice & Anti-

Poverty, Third Sector Team, Development & 
Renewal)

Everett Haughton (Third Sector Programmes Manager, Third Sector 
Team, Development and Renewal)

Dave Clark (Acting Service Head Resources, Development 
and Renewal)

Chris Holme (Acting Corporate Director - Resources)
Dorne Kanareck (Interim Service Head, Commissioning and 

Health)
Matthew Mannion (Committee Services Manager, Democratic 

Services, LPG)
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

None.

2. DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

There were no declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.
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3. DECISIONS OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

RESOLVED

1. That the Decisions of the meeting held on Wednesday 11 March 2015 
be agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

4. CONSIDERATION OF PUBLIC SUBMISSIONS 

A number of public submissions received were tabled at the meeting.

Sir Ken Knight, Commissioner, thanked those organisations who had provided 
submissions to the meeting. He stated that their evidence would be 
considered during discussion of the reports on the agenda and that officers 
would reply directly to the organisations where more detailed or specific 
responses were required.

5. REPORTS FOR CONSIDERATION 

5.1 Mainstream Grant (MSG) 2015-18 programme 

Chris Holme, Acting Corporate Director, Resources, introduced the report 
setting out proposals for the framework, specifications and timetable for the 
2015/18 Mainstream Grants Programme as well as the desired outcomes. An 
addendum report was tabled which included updates from discussions that 
had taken place with Members, including at the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee. 

The Commissioners then asked attending Members to respond to the 
proposals in the report. Councillors Rachael Saunders, Peter Golds and Oliur 
Rahman provided responses. 

The Commissioners considered the submissions from Members and 
responses from officers in particular about ward groupings and how to enable 
small organisations to bid. 

The Commissioners requested that at the Annual General Meeting in May 
2015, the Council set up a formal cross-party group to ensure proper 
engagement with Members on the grants process.

The Commissioners agreed the recommendations as set out in the report.

RESOLVED

1. To note the Funding Framework as set out in Appendix 1 to the report.

2. To agree the proposed structure of the 2015/18 MSG Programme as 
set out in paragraphs 3.36 and 3.37 of the report.
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3. To agree the Programme budgets and top-slice proposals as set out in 
paragraphs 3.38 to 3.40 of the report.

4. To note the redirection of the Early Years Services budget as outlined 
in paragraphs 3.41 and 3.42 of the report.

5. To approve the Theme Specifications as set out in Appendix 2.1, 2.2, 
2.3, 2.4 and 2.5 to the report.

6. To note the approaches and benefits to the new programme as 
summarised in paragraph 3.44 of the report.

7. To note the application and assessment process as outlined in 
paragraphs 3.49 to 3.55 to the report.

8. To approve the application form as set out in Appendix 3 to the report.

9. To approve the assessment protocol as set out in Appendix 4 to the 
report.

10. To approve the proposed match funding requirements as set out in 
paragraph 3.56 of the report.

11. To note the detailed Equality Assessment information as set out in 
Appendix 5 to the report.

12. To note the project and programme management monitoring and 
evaluation arrangements as outlined in paragraphs 3.74 to 3.79 to the 
report.

13. To approve the guiding principles and governance arrangements as set 
out in Appendix 6 to the report.

14. To approve the extension of the grant application period from 5 to 6 
weeks as set out in paragraph 3.83 to the report.

5.2 Tower Hamlets Council for Voluntary Services (THCVS) - MSG Extension 

Chris Holme, Acting Corporate Director, Resources, introduced the report 
proposing an extension to the funding of the Tower Hamlets Council for 
Voluntary Services to ensure continuity in support.

The Commissioners agreed the recommendations as set out.

RESOLVED

1. To approve an extension of 5 months for the THCVS totalling an 
amount of up to £83,000.
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2. To note the draft work plan as set out in (Appendix A) which sets out a 
range of activities and outputs from 1st April to 31st August 2015 – the 
precise work programme of which will be agreed as part of the grant 
negotiation process.

5.3 Future Funding of New Belvedere House Ex Servicemen's Hostel 

Dorne Kanareck, Interim Service Head Commissioning and Health, introduced 
the report on the future funding of the New Belvedere hostel for ex-
servicemen. 

The Commissioners considered the report and agreed the one year’s 
extension to the funding but stated that the Council should determine how the 
hostel would be funded in the future with a view to reducing their use of 
Council grants. To this end they agreed an amendment to the 
recommendations.

RESOLVED

1. To provide a targeted grant towards the running costs of the New 
Belvedere House ex-veterans hostel in recognition of the unique 
circumstances of this service and the historical funding issues, for a 
one year period commencing 1st April 2015.

2. That the grant has a maximum ceiling at the current level of £150, 275, 
with final award being based on a robust assessment and 
demonstration of the continued need for the grant in the context of any 
wider funding opportunities.

3. That Veterans Aid are asked to actively explore other funding 
opportunities to reduce their reliance on the Borough and precipitate 
tapering of the funding in future years.   

4. That a report be presented to the Commissioners, and any other 
relevant decision makers, in six months’ time setting out proposals for 
how the New Belvedere Hostel will be supported in the future, with a 
particular focus on reducing their use of Council grants.

The meeting ended at 7.26 p.m. 

Sir Ken Knight
COMMISSIONER


